
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 8 November 2000] 

 p2627b-2628a 
Hon Murray Criddle; Hon Ed Dermer 

 [1] 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON M.J. CRIDDLE (Agricultural - Minister for Transport) [10.17 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Minister for Transport, Wesfarmers Ltd Shares - Adjournment Debate 

HON E.R.J. DERMER (North Metropolitan) [10.17 pm]:  I comment on a question that I asked the Minister for 
Transport this afternoon and the poor answer he provided.  I asked the minister whether he sold his 
shareholdings of Wesfarmers Ltd prior to recommending the sale of Westrail freight to the successful 
consortium, which includes Wesfarmers.  The minister responded that he would not comment on anything that 
occurred in Cabinet.  That was a lame excuse for not answering my question.  I am not asking the minister about 
anything that might have occurred in Cabinet.  I simply asked -  

Did the minister sell his shareholdings in Wesfarmers Ltd prior to recommending the sale of Westrail 
freight to the successful consortium, which includes Wesfarmers? 

The minister has clearly decided not to answer my question. 

Hon M.J. Criddle:  Read your question. 

Hon E.R.J. DERMER:  I have the question in front of me.  The minister failed to say whether he sold his shares 
prior to making the recommendation.  He can deny that as much as he likes.  In fact, I am inviting him to have a 
second attempt at answering the question appropriately.  It is a simple question.  Did the minister sell his 
shareholdings prior to making the recommendation?  The minister failed to answer that question this afternoon.  
I invite the minister to improve on his performance and to answer it correctly this evening.  In his answer, the 
minister said -  

I have had some shareholdings, which I have not traded, in Wesfarmers Cooperative and Wesfarmers 
Ltd for many years.  They were in the bottom drawer, so to speak, and were declared on my submission 
to the registrar last year.  However, I relinquished the shares because I became aware that Wesfarmers 
would be involved in the Westrail freight sale process.  I intend to write a letter to the registrar to 
indicate that outcome. 

When were they sold?  Were they sold prior to his making the recommendations for the sale of Westrail freight?  
I hope the minister takes the opportunity to answer that question properly this evening.  I remind the minister 
that a pathetic or evasive answer, in my judgment, and the judgment of many others, is as good as an admission 
of impropriety.  Where were the shares sold?  Were they sold on the open market?  If not, to whom were they 
sold?  These are important matters of public interest concerning a minister of the Crown making decisions that 
have a direct bearing on the company in question.  Those questions were totally ignored by the minister.  I again 
invite him to do better this evening and to answer the questions properly.  The questions could not be clearer.  I 
hope to get an answer from the minister this evening in a similarly clear fashion.   

The third part of my question this afternoon related to cabinet consideration.  I asked - 

Which ministers, if any, declared an interest in Wesfarmers when the Westrail freight sale was being 
considered by Cabinet?  Did those ministers absent themselves from the discussion of the sale? 

The third part of my question made a reference to Cabinet.  I accept that the minister has advised that he would 
not divulge anything that occurred in Cabinet.  When were the shareholdings sold?  Were they sold prior to the 
recommendation of the sale of Westrail freight to the successful consortium?  Were they sold on the open 
market?  If not, to whom were they sold?  Each of those questions this afternoon was ignored by the minister.  
His decision this afternoon to ignore those questions has not gone unnoticed.  The opportunity is available to him 
this evening to do better and to answer the questions properly.   

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.22 pm 

__________ 

 
 


